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WELCOME ABOARD!


The Association is pleased and privileged to welcome the following new members to our ranks:





NAME	                       UNIT      DATES of SERVICE     





A. Arambulo                      Bravo Company            80-83


Bruce Axberg                    1st Div Recon Co          55-57


Nicholas Banno                 Bravo Company            86-88


Arron Barringer                  Bravo  Company          01-04


Nathan Barron                   Alpha Company            67-68


Steven Beaman                 H&S Company              67-68


Wayne Bliesmann              Charlie Company          66-67


Steve Borland                     H&S Company             61-62


Nick Bristow                       Charlie & H&S Cos        84-87


Sean Brunsage                  Bravo Company             01-02


Aurelio E. Cerdas	      Bravo Company	        86-88


Richard Cross                    Charlie Company           68-69


George Cunningham         Alpha & Charlie Cos       01-04


Elmer Davidson, USN       Alpha Company              1970


Micheal Donnelly               Alpha Company             57-58


Kenneth Dye                      Alpha Company             89-90


Manuel Garcia                   Bravo Company             68-69


Dwight Griffin                     Alpha Company             68-69


John Hannan                     Charlie Company           69-70


Jason Johnston                  Delta Company             05-Present 


James Kellner                    Charlie Company           68-69


Timothy McGinn                 1st Div (Recon Co.)        94-97


Grover Peavy                     Bravo Company             1968


James Riordan                   Alpha Company             1970


Bryan Reid                          Alpha Company             86-90


Walter Riddle                      Bravo Company             55-59


                            






















































































 

















FUTURE REUNIONS


                            2007


  PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA


PHILADELPHIA marriott downtown 


AUGUST 29-2 SEPTEMBER 


2008


NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE


GAYLORD OPRYLAND HOTEL


AUGUST 20-24























Message from the President


The 1st Reconnaissance Battalion Association reunion was held in Denver, August 24th-27th.   Denver  was a great city for our reunion.  The 2006 reunion was dedicated  to those reconnaissance marines and corpsman that served in the Republic of Vietnam in 1966; subsequent reunions will commemorate the 40th anniversary of our members’ Vietnam service.





 Fifty-six Association members joined recon teammates in Denver; this was the first reunion for nineteen members.  Our Association luncheon  was attended by eighty members and guests. Virginia Senator-elect James Webb, our Guest of Honor, addressed us on veteran’s issues.  Jim Salestrom entertained guests throughout the luncheon with moving ballads and songs familiar to most Vietnam era Marines.  Our General Membership Meeting saw the election of Denis Baker as a Director,  the re-election of  Kent Dickson, Historian, and Bob Morris, Membership Director.  Founder and Director Doc Buehl did not seek re-election.  However, in recognition of  Doc’s dedication and exemplary service to this Association, he was named Director Emeritus.   Reunion members approved establishing State and Regional Membership Coordinators to maintain closer liaison with  our members.   If  the Denver reunion was a success, it is due to those members attending the reunion and their volunteer efforts assisting with reunion activity such as registration, raffle sales, the luncheon, silent auction, manning the hospitality suite, and  participation in the General Membership meeting.  Thank you!





God bless America! God bless the United States Marine Corps!          


Semper fidelis,   


Charlie Kershaw
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IN MEMORIAM











 Warriors mourned by their comrades in arms. 





October 2006





Lt Col Rod Richardson, USMC (Ret)


Iraq





Sergeant Jonathan J. Simpson


Al Anbar, Iraq





Corporal Seth M. Algrim


Camp Pendleton, CA








                                1st Reconnaissance Battalion 2006 Team Leader of the Year  


Staff Sergeant Charles H. Graves has been selected as the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion   2006 Team Leader of the Year.  SSgt Graves served as a Team Leader, Company B, 1st Reconnaissance Battalion, Regimental Combat Team 5, I Marine Expeditionary Force (forward) in support of OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM 04-06 and 05-07 from 23 September 2005 to 1 April  2006.


Staff Sergeant Graves personifies the best qualities of both a Staff Non-Commissioned Officer of Marines and a Reconnaissance Team Leader.  Throughout OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM 04-06 and 05-07, Staff Sergeant Graves demonstrated his outstanding abilities in the administration of his team, provision of their welfare, and, most importantly, leading them in combat.


Staff Sergeant Graves' team was involved in more contact with the enemy than any other team in the 1st Recon Battalion.  Although this may have been the luck of the draw, his reaction to the enemy and decisions under fire reflected Staff Sergeant Graves’ proficiency as a Marine leader, as well as the training and preparation he put his team through to make them an efficient, professional and deadly fighting machine.
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� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Touched by God- a letter from James H. Rowe II  written after the 2004 Reunion, printed with the author’s permission.   





Marines of  2nd Platoon, A Company will never forget the evening of February 3, 1967.   “Alpha Duece’s ” 2nd  Squad was assigned the mission of  occupying a hilltop observation post southwest of Quang Ngai City during Operation Desoto.  The eleven man team , wearing flak jackets and helmets, was heli-lifted to the based of the hill and moved  to the bare crest of the hill and set into defensive positions.  Throughout the night, an estimated 60 Viet Cong repeatedly attacked 2nd Squad’s position.  The team’s position was over run by the Viet Cong and four recon marines, including the team leader, were killed and five seriously wounded.  After their harrowing night of contact, lost radio communications, and great heroism, “Alpha Deuce’s” 2nd Squad held their position until extracted by a heliborne reaction force.  





Jim Rowe, the team radio operator, wrote, “The night on that hill was the worst of my life. I'd never been so afraid before or felt so helpless. It was the classic "what can go wrong, will go wrong" situation. When all your training, effort, determination can't prevent what becomes the obvious ending.  After being wounded repeatedly, I could hardly move anymore. I finally just lay there on my back, which was the only position I was able to breathe with my collapsed left lung,, and I began to beg god to spare my life. I started to beg him to see my family just one more time, to have one more chance to live… you know, all those things that you take for  granted, including God, when there seems to be enough time in your life.  I'd been raised a Christian, taken to church by my parents, and heard the word of God, going through the motions to please my parents (in my arrogance, I even figured to fake out God), I said or  did what I wanted, ,when I wanted, all the while forsaking my religious beliefs whenever it was convenient or, rather, inconvenient to balance them against what I wanted to do at the moment.  I believed in God, in the Christian teachings, but only to the point where they didn't interfere with my youthful sampling of life.  I never really spoke to God in a meaningful way-could never say that I paid him much attention.  But now, life had brought me to that hill.  My friends and comrades, in pain, were wounded and dying all around me.  I lay there, talking to God about saving "me", and the only response I heard was the continuing sounds of battle, of comrades in pain, and the silence of the dead marines around me.  I don't know why or when, but the "truth" of life finally became very apparent to me-how I've not walked this life alone, but shared the path with others, and how interwoven each life is with the others.  So, I quit begging God to let me live. I accepted my death-I prayed to God to spare my friends there with me and if not, to allow their deaths to be quick and merciful. I then asked God if he would do me a favor  until he decided it was my time-my chest & stomach burned like raging fires, I couldn't breathe without gasping for air, and the pain of my wounds was an intensity that I never suffered before.  I was so hot-like I was burning up inside.  I asked God if he would make the pain go away, or at least subside, so I could feel cool at the end.  At that instant, the pain flowed from my body like water draining from a sink-I took my first breath without struggle or discomfort- and a cool breeze brushed against my face. I knew my prayers had been answered by my God-that he had never left me nor felt betrayed by my youthful arrogance and answered the greatest question of any life- does God really exist?  Yes, we all say that God is real, that we believe, and that we believe without seeing but I was given a gift that most horrible night of my life-the gift of being touched by God!  I survived that night of nights-I came out of the darkness.  I took that gift, and over the course of my life, I made mistake after mistake and poor choice after poor choice; however, interwoven through my life, at intervals between all those human failures, God has given me gifts of unsurpassed joy (my wife, Bea, my children and my grandchildren, and the reunion with my recon brothers).  Yet, on my darkest days, when walking through life makes me so tired, I'm reminded of that night when I finally spoke to God with my heart and He heard me and answered with his love given the truth that he is real.  This is what I wanted to tell you months ago but couldn't find the words. I've always had a difficult time trying to express what happened that night- why he stroked my forehead with the cool breeze and placed his hand on my chest to draw out the pain, but He did, and I was blessed. God has continued to bless my life, to remind me that I‘m never alone as I walk this path, and despite all of my humanity, he will never desert me.





Thanks for allowing me to share this with you, Dave. 





Semper fi,


Your brother, Jim”





Share your wartime experiences-email your story to dlbacker@comcast.net or mail it to:  Dave Backer 665 Collins Crest Gladstone, Or. 97027











Memorial Fund Bracelets





1st Recon Battalion Association Memorial Fund Bracelets, bearing the names of all our fallen comrades are available for sale.  Memorial Bracelets may be purchased for $20.00 each and by name requests are $25.00 each.  All proceeds from the sale of these bracelets go to the Memorial Fund.  Bracelets may be ordered from Pat Grady,  13514 N. 93rd Pl. Scottsdale, AZ 85260.   Include your mailing address and check/money order payable to: 1st Recon Bn Association.  











 SITREP


1st Reconnaissance  Battalion 





1st Reconnaissance Battalion, with 262 hands, returned to Camp Pendleton 19 April following the battalion’s third deployment to Iraq.  1st Recon Battalion (-) (rein), with Company A (3 Platoons), Company C (2 Platoons), and H & S Company(-), reinforced with a fifty man platoon of FAST Company, was based at Camp Fallujah, Iraq and conducted operations in support of the 2nd Marine Division. The following 1st Recon Marines were awarded the Purple Heart: Sgt John J.Bottema, Sgt Nathan  K. Christopher, LCpl Christopher T.Clark, Cpl Brandon S.Crocker, Cpl Michael Davis, Cpl Eric P. Desbiens, Cpl Brandon J. Donovan, LCpl Steven C.Easley, Cpl Daniel J.Eckardt, LCpl Aaron D. Glover, SSgt Charles H. Graves, Sgt Caleb P. Hohman, Sgt John M. Jencura, Cpl James Maccamond, Cpl Michael P. Mattammal, Capt Francis L. McCabe, LCpl T.J. Majeske, Sgt Ross J.Mcfadden, Pfc Carl W. Moore, Cpl Joshua D. Murray, Sgt Michael A. Musick, Sgt James P. Piepgrass, Cpl Garrett W.Scharffer, LCpl Amish B. Smith, Cpl Nathaniel E.Smith, LCpl Bryan J.Thaete, 


and Cpl Casey R. Vague.      





       





WELCOME ABOARD!





NAME	                    UNIT      DATES of SERVICE     


Robert Rude                     Alpha Company               87-91


John Sadler, USN         Alpha Company                  1958 


Pete Schroeder              1st Force Company            68-69  


                                       Charlie Company               71-74


Christopher Shanley       H&S Company (S-3)          85-86


Jesse Smith                    Delta Company                  66-67


Douglas Stevenson	   H&S Company                   1968


O.L. Taylor                      Bravo Company                 70-71


Peter Telkins                   Bravo Company                 87-91


George Wells                  Alpha Company                 70-71


Phillip Williams                Alpha Company                 88-89


Michael Willis                  Bravo & Charlie Cos          60-70
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1ST RECONNAISSANCE BATTALION ASSOCIATION MEMORIAL FUND





The National Museum of the Marine Corps, in Quantico Virginia, will be dedicated on 10 November 2006, as a unique opportunity “ to honor those Marines who preceded us…to confirm our heritage…to share with our nation, and with each other, the riches of our experiences… and to leave a lasting and glorious legacy for the future.”  The 1st Recon Battalion Association Memorial Fund  honors the Marines and Corpsmen who gave their lives in service to their country while serving with the battalion.  Our goal  is to raise $25,500. 00   to place a memorial  plaque in the Semper Fidelis Memorial Garden of the National Museum of the Marine Corps.   The Heritage Foundation established guidelines for unit monuments and memorials; we will soon meet with an design architect to translate our dream to a reality.  We hope to unveil our memorial during the August 2007 reunion.  To date, $22,000 has been donated to the Memorial Fund.  We have well over 1,000 members, yet less than 10% have donated.  We are close to accomplishing our mission.  Your continued financial support is crucial to reaching  our goal.   If you haven’t contributed, do so!  If you have contributed, consider an additional contribution.  Contributions may be made by check or money order payable to:   





                                        1st RECON BATTALION ASSOCIATION MEMORIAL  FUND





	Mail contributions to:  Charles Kershaw 2527 Unicornio Street  Carlsbad, CA 92009                       


					  


						HONOR ROLL





                 Our thanks and gratitude to those who generously donated to the Memorial Fund: 





H.P. Alewine, P. Alexander, Craig Amo, James H. Anderson, David Apgar, Doc Aron, Fred Arthur, Eddie Ash, John Bailey, Robert Baird, Steven L. Baker, James J. Barta, Mark Bayuk, John Beard, Jack Below, David Boudreaux, Art Brooks, Robert “Doc” Buehl, Daniel Caporale, Jim Carroll, Jimmy M. Chandler, Alex Colvin, Hal Cordova, Kenneth Cotterman, John M. Derenick, Danny Deasane, Kent Dickson, William Doherty, Mark E. Doss, Phillip Downey, Jim Edwards, Carry Efaw, Alan Elfinger, Eanos T. Evans, Larry Farrell, Lother Lee Freeman, James A. Fossos, Gene S. Giles, David A Goodfield, William B Goodwin, Pat & Victoria Grady, Jack Grace,  Mrs. Ronald Graebel, Donald Greenlaw, Curtis & Luana Greutzmacher, Gritz Towers, John Grandusky, Hilliard Hairston, George W. Haney, John F. Hare, James A Howard, William Howard, Charles E. Howdyshell, Robert Hungate, Vic Huone, Sgt Maj Jack Jaunal, Larry Keen, Charles W. Kershaw, Eugene Lashley, Jim Lubbock III, Carrol McBride, David M. McGraw, Peter R. Merry, Robert Morris & Julie Mooney, James A. Mosel, Thurman “Doc” Mullins, John Myers, Paul F. Olenski, Charles Olson, Jim Page, R.A  Partee, Leonel R. Perez, Phil Peters, Frank Portportage, Phillip D. Rogers,  Gary Rosencrans, James H. Rowe, W. Edgar Rowland, Richard Schadl, Tom Schroder, Jerry Spolter, Daniel Sweeney, Bernard E. Trainor,  Daniel M. Turpin, Robert C. Vermurlen, Jerry Webb, Steven Whitney, Jim & Sharon Wilker, Danny P. Williams, and John Witmer.

















Hold Your Head High, Marine  IF YOU OR ANY OF YOUR FAMILY SERVED AS A MARINE IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC YOU MUST GET A COPY OF THIS BOOK!  IT TELLS THE STORY OF WHAT HAPPENED FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE MARINES WHO SERVED. 


                                                                                          Book cost: $30.00





    • 48 Personal accounts of WWII by G-2-5 Marines


      • Autographed by the Author


                            • More than 100 never before seen photos of  


                                             Marines on  Okinawa, Peleliu and the occupation


                                                  of China


                                                                                                        • For every book sold, author will contribute $10.00


                                                                                                             to 1st Reconnaissance Battalion Association.


                                                                                                 • Hardbound 81/2 x 11 coffee table edition, red 


                                                                                                                       cloth cover with gold foil Marine Insignia on cover. Author Tom Evans weMail o r C a l l					


MAIL TO:





MAIL OR CALL: 





Tom Evans


20241 SW Birch St #101


Newport Beach, CA 92660


Phone: 949-852-9096


Fax: 949-660-1331


E-mail: ete2@earthlink.
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